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PREFACE 



Tub 1st* Mtr S, E-, PmI, in hra " Fading Hiafcoriee," 
|.;i[n<:nt*d tho <Muy iu tht; study of the Kaga- tribes* and the 
*Oflseqyeat Loss tjf muali material oat oE which their past 
hiiti\riea might have heeu iecn v ered,- He pohsta yyl llie 
remar table rapidity with which they are changing ;l:;l1 
indeed have already changed. He urge a Llie 11 unaarrhi ng 
■:A seme local hiitorj from these people ere it Lir» laded 
for ever,’ and the careful study of the Neiga tribce before 
they iit* c: ref armed find hopelessly tophistluftted. 11 But i£ 
the Eastern Nag* 1 " o[ whom ^VTtr Peal v.-ls tiiiiUtihg font* 
o3umged jpueh in recent year a ihe ^Y-wlern hiatus- Lists 
eiutiged far more. It is barely firry years HLSice Captain 
EulLct wrote, out many customs of the Anganns at war 
which he records are almost or entirely forgotten by Ihe 
sons of those rrom whom ho learnt them- WWh the Ana 
and Lhotos matters have gort* even further. Old beliefs 
and customs ar* dying, :!>«■ old 1 rsnUtifma are being iargDcicn. 
thi" number of Christiana or puasLd.’tLrtBtsene is steadily 
and tlte spirit of change isinvadiig and pcrvndijig 
*very aspect of village ilia. All this must be the eicuae 
for a mere amateur's venturing to undertake a monograph 
on the Aogamis. It is wort which should be done by a 
ernim-sd anthropologist, hat though -occasional German and 
American scientists ha,™ paid homed viaits to the Nagu 
Hi He , the anthtOpok^ista of fireat Brkatn have oonaistentjy 
passed them by on the other side. 

Their opportunity,, bow ever. La not entirely go Lie. for there 
arc hLtiSJ hotow the frontLEi happy tribes, whiob have not yet 
touched oitfih and become civilised like their admirti^ter«tt 
hrother.3 s which pay no hPUtertar, and do no reiuetant 
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coo [in ■work •, which ho-sw no-, the of coJIVStfsioB and the 
sword of diaaenaioa which mUsionarjea brio^, n-jr hara yet 
beau made to ecut ot that forbidiaa fruit which drove our 
ftrsfc pereohi into Q^Scsjsos and banishment. The discasas 
which Follow like the j<acha!a iri the wafce hi Env-sslon have 
notyai touched thorn, and they yo clothed uh with modesty 
rather tMn with " dhubia." No patemsj Government 
feirhuij them the taking of heads or their rltf.eat. t-n survive, 
and no profane hand is raised against their customs o£ 
primjWTftl smti^iilty. u 0 fartunatas — sac at bam iwn'iji,” 
whiflh aomes &f them by this tine undoubtedly do. 

I should like to toko this opportunity of expressing my 
obligcti&n to ftlL those who hate helped toe j. £o Colonel 
Gund&o lor wliiaMc advice ; to St- Ralfour of the Fitt-Rivera 
Museum „ Mr. BftrmeS, Colon d Wnnda. dir. Rad. and Dr. 
KfvKCibulg for some vulcuthle hints ; to Colonel ShatEoapcar, 
formerly Political Agent fn Manipur, for Ms Tory ample 
not*? on the Memi which I have reproduced *S F.n append;^ ; 
to Profe&tor Dixon of Harvard for lotting me have the use 
of inihropotnetiieij d*u und pbxogruph;; taken, by him 
if! ill* N&ga HUla ; to Mtw Fcjn&W, of I he Oxford Natural 
History Society, fw Twy kindly crvumging for th* preparation 
of say pumusurlpte for the pma. l should also lESto to 
uCkflOwTedgS ray iudettedJWflS to SOW* EounusurioL notes of 
Colon#! Kennedy's OB. the Memi ; to the fourth edition of 
ytfee ctfif ntt Anfftropdogif, edited by Miaa Freice- 

MuWCCO and Professor ifjree ; and to Dr. Kirara" 
pamphlet on the GensaJogicat Method. The Arra.a.Knirufc 
of tyiss monograph follows in general the RyllabuE laid down 
b>' th* A Baum Administration. and ie not my own. 

In partiaiitur my thanka are due to those Angumis nod 
other Niiga# who hare driven me very much hdp in the 
Coiieetlijn of my information, among whom I wonl-d mention 
Fricfmlfi Fieri yumao. and the intoiprctera Zoluchij Stfsalhu, 
Vidilhu, Kruaeto. 'rbepfuviLaB, Viac, Tahcmo, and Nihil, 
nil of the Deputy-Commisaioner'E ataff, and for other tribe* 
Ongfi-Ngaku, Yikhepa, inato., Chamumo, Ecsiirwb and 
Innatnital, intaqiretara of the ilokokchimg Subdivision. 
Por the- original typing of a somewhat obscure and Envo-lved 
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manuscript my thanks are partly duo to Sai flahih Sit^a^th 
Barbara and Baba Hotnak&nLa Burtne*kur, but til* first five 
parte WtT# almost entirely typed by ait Angftmi r Yisanyti 
Li/njchu of Kl^I |]3;la, hi -.i-frc-m I am obliged Enr the correction 
of a Dumber nf inaaoiJiscEes, and nr hose naqewr perusal 
oE my Tort is in some sort a safeguard against mistake*, 
if net of omission, at any rata of commissi on . 

Many o£ tho stones in Part V hive uins^dy appeared in a 
slightly albcccd form in " Folklore," and I Ann Indebted to 'be 
Courtesy ol the Folklore Society for their republic* doa h^re, 
though I have given t-h^m hera in the original form in which 
I recorded them, ta the alterations wrc not mine. I have 
also taken advantage of the valuable notes ’rrbiob appeared 
appended Co the stories in, the same Journal. Part. VI 
consists principally of verbatim oatra-cta Empj !?ir George 
Grierson ( ttiryMtiric Survey 6/ /«&"», Tol. I IT-, Pt. J6J and 
McCabi [Oi/fb/m Grammar of Anja mi V.iij:;], as it rrould 
bo aid imperii ne^ce On my pari to s- J tempt any oriptnal 
IreaCioeut oF the language. Tn this eo mvoerioa Sir George 
Grierson, vrhile kindly giving permiesioTi to u-« his material, 
writes tbit lie wau,d be sorry if be ■" got all the credit far 
others' wert," and asks that it should bn- raids clear that 
hie bc C ount of Ajfigpmi is ,-iifinTy based on McCibe's Grammar 
and diit bo W33 indebted to Mr, I>avi& for ^ddil-lrinr, and 
Cs^tTfiOtioiLS- 

Qf the ill u si ns tie n a, tboac from colmared originals -are 
from sketches by the late CoEomcL lYoodiborpe, whieb wure 
kindly lent mo by tbc Curator cf the Pitt-Rivura Jluicnm. 
Oiford, rrbilc of the photographs a- few &re by OytaLn 
Hensley, Professor Pixon, Mr, Rilthcm, and lit. F! buttle worth, 
and tom# *E tbe Lest axe- by Itr. Butler of the P.W.D., h 
to whom 3 owe many thinks. I alao ackno^l-cdgo my 
indebtedness to Use Koyal Anthropological Inst-i tut* for 
permission to reprodneo an illustration from Colonel Wood- 
tborpe's article in 166E. Tbc remainder of tEifi ibsiatratioiH 
aro from photographs cf my own. 

Specimens -of a eocUFidisrable number of tbo object* 
described In this Fncnograpt will be found in the PiittRivera 
Museum oi Oxford, and a glossary of common native terms 
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(tthpf than Naga) uwd in l&ft tnOQutgi»pti tvj[[ be found in 
the Appendix. Pot tie Indr-i I u.ia agntii md'.-l-j ted to 
OoImMl J. Sbakiesipwn. 

7 would (Hill Lh»r. I he monograph Vnu ni-Iijiri ; lLK- intended 
for publkitaon in hgt •.■pah postponed owing to tbe w . it , 
Heneo smaii items or additional information in footnotes 
wbicb. niL^hc be expected in the text proper. 

J. H. 11. 




CONTENTS 

PART I 

4J5TN7TR AX, 

Till 

Its tpxi p story- — The N aga Hills— TTbc Ang^inis r U&bit&fc, 

apps&rWlOC,. d?033 B.Dd OEEUnifiati, iretipnAa, 

aharaotor r , , . 1 

Part u 

HDlEBiriC lzf=i 

The Apg&tiuL 7Ll]s.fti . isL',j-e, ii.Lt, Li.-pprcj.cinL-- and ‘'w-urea 
— The frame; otateiiLa— AksiiLkiitiiiisi, 

agriiioUaiB, liv.i3-tc.3k, frnnlir.jz n.n:{ iVning Eood, 

drinh, cafidiciaes, etc. — Gaaita— Daily life 41 

PART IU 

LA?ra AM> CUSIOilS 

Tribal ong«niii4ti(3a : the oiijg&aiuDS system — Adoptim — 

■ T-ihpri 1-n n.f — LirH — |Jer-!:;i”7i yf diaputoi 

— W&r *ni head-Limtlug-- FaAUoa af woman 1 U 7 

PART TV 

RflJigioaa btliafe. calf, warship, Mfis.rzhy — Cenni, bonaa. 

JHUDi, nnnu — Ocpnmflftk* attending cpinadea b the 

life at the Lndl^ldiiiErhLrth. jnaaLug, marriage, dea-:h — 

WjigiG a act witchncaft — Omen*, di™atiaa, dreamt . 175 

ri 




CONTENTS 



mj 



PART V 

FijLELOBX 

riam 

hojieralJUaiia., ttoditloni. kgmds, “ ccites- r '— 

&otig s ^ £ 4 B 



FABT VI 



T.Wfonjinj: 

and a-gasls — The A3.33.oiL ItmTangp K^nmf, Memi 
— NBgvAaaaiJi™ 2S9 



AFFKtTDIGES 

I. Hibliojmiphy. II. N*L?B,un the Mem!. m. Xo'-:*a i>n 
Ni>ii-Auiiriiiii Tribes of th* Isasjs Hells. IV. Of 
TossKiiani. V. Of the FjrnJly, V f t Rj.in-inH.Edng 
O^nrini. V £ 1. Of ("Jolts nod S'jutits Lu Gcriirrii]. 

VIII. .is-rronoinkal. IX. Orientation of tke Dead 
in® of lionet. X. AncwroE CTc3igio5n.J Clane. Xl. 
Ajitknjpunujtrrcui. XTJ. OlOfdiLTT ... 531 



iNImi 



443 




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

S' iptEsE cif T?m wtjw a ■ -jjr a to ami Wasbjor (raos a i'Jettcb 



et Col. W-EniDiHaaPLj . 


- 


Prorc! .XptSie 

Fannj pnji 


VIEW FECIT T.flEJLMi . 


+ - _#■ 


- 




£ 


JjkFEU MOnEIUM 


■ 


a 




. 15 


Hii,T a the Hma . 


* r i 


. 




IE 


TlTF KEZAEECUMA StOEE 


L 






. li 


(htnUM A^OillS , 


TlBJf"". r j 


a 




, Sg 


AECAMI ClHifl - 


. 


. l p 




* 57 


'TVtkl- i -m a Abbmpe . . 


. . 


a ■ 




. ^3- 


raifji?. - 


+ + a- 


- 


- 


, 20 


YdCWB ItEE O GHEEHtaiiAL tKKfi 


. 




, fll 


CfACA SfTEiW , 


+ + ■* 


+ ■“ 


- 


, 34 


Ddtsole of Chedema 


• i. ■ 


. 


a- 


♦ St 


Sketched ei Cot, Woqtwhcbfe . 


• 


+ 


, *1 


Village , 


- a 1 


. 


... 


44 


Stove FcauniL’Anws , 


. 


. 


r 


♦ 4£ 


Sldm: Loo^-oet Place . 


p a 4 


u 


r 


46 


Vm.it Riar Hocse . 


. - t 


- 


«■ 


, 46 


TVKlT.Yrr-'fl jJhD UmDOE , 


- 


- 


- 


. 44 


WmJBQg'a ^Jeitoeiax. 


a a »■ 


* 




. 47 


AMflAM TtftTi Hva 


xt)l 


- 


■ 


„ 47 




LlSt OF ILLUSTRATIONS 



xiv 

Fituifptf* 

Ajq&iXl Bsikie 48 

Wwuks Srmffo Plaob 4& 

Stcote SmiFCi iJSRCiifc 

STODOES A3 OEJOMIEUIKA *6 

As ftam BoDHE , . . . . , . . . fl 

Kemuy-l^ Hdfhe US - 

HOUSER OF RlCii MjLS JJli 

HocSebjChj] UiszraiLa, etc. . , . t ., , . -BS 

fljRH Trvfi Bison . . , fl5 

Angaih Villages . . T t , * . IE 

ittflieiuiais, etc. . "3 

Trjjsi .. 58 

TSHEitoSB r ........ r - Iflfi 

Purtma ths Weigel , , 102 

Bean Gaj n, r ...... 103 

XeOnoua Haie- aXD Wjjjl , r , , luQ 

BhtTjF, DuTEiO PiDIiT, BTC- , 107 

Afmunfi BiNcma .. 4 ..... - 194 

X^ELLV-ML-wuceii at Social 6bxnar - - - .195 

Br-cra m liA^TUCRU TJEias . . L . - . 1&& 

B iv W iii sutr up A3' S h> ti kmOT {jEW* f £95 

AnCAIOI GEAVE 2Lifl 

-Action Graves ......... £27 

Sro:rre £31 

Kacil'l Naga Beiege . 3‘" 

l.noiA stolve {mtnTDic . , - < . . - ► 8fi2 

Ao KAuepitE^HINfl . ........ 170 

Wawk tjm "Witt. Tsurauii ...... 5T7S 

Kc.ktaji Witt Tnnstt S63 




LIST OF ILLUSTRATIONS 



XV 



HAPS 

J’acmp ptc*v 

Map tu teh Lacinon of the Naea I'limEa . t 5 

MUGHKfiMfS Of HA&l TEDsES- AtCOADDfG TO TEETH OWT* 

frijoro ......... 7 

The Ano/lhi Nag a oaijaraiY ah dhtd-ed jjaojfs ms- 

TENO-IMA, CfiilitffUA:, . . . t& 

SO/TOT Q® TEE HtLL FoET KcafCOlAH. JtVGALCiDOi XlOAll 

Hllu; ’lifiiOJl JIaJODi Butuat^ ' Thavhis atcd 
flDTEM7EI3 . IK 




PART T 

rS'TH&nwrGHY .-THU ITa<]A RTLre— THE AKflAKTll HABITAT, 
AFrordTBP, AFPHAIUNITE, TiTiEflR AOT CKHJjAKEHTS, 
WF3aYOHE ? OKAHJ0IBP 



1! 




NOTE 



The ■word ,J gcnne h ' is need in the Aaaamese " lingnn 
franca ** of the Nags H513s Diatrict to convey the mcsninfta 
oi the following Angsmi words r — 

(1) Jvhjmm 1=1 " forhidrleiL," t^. s “c fci ror iRmam" w 

it is genus to come to w Jioiise- -iBy house is 
tabued, Jiewjia is ajp^ed to cLa individual. while 
pev ra te epp’:cd to the conununity. 

(2) P ea-raa — s non-working day (as opposed to 
TA&m — field going, a working day) on which 
it is genna, or- f nvlsSdi]^-^ fnr l|v viUiige Lo ga In 
wori, and also, as a rule, to hold intercourse with 
strangers, 

{3) .Jfon-ii — s tabu and. the whole CE-iemcay connect od 
wit* it- It dihfera from peroia in that it include* 
the whole priori during which »9j pnobibiliu* 
cantinuea. whereas ptivau merely covers the 'period 
during which work in the Saida is prohibited. 

Saga words, other than proper names, have, generally 
speaking, twirn printed in it-nlics, whdo woTd.s of Aeaamrtfc nr 
airDilut' origin July* he*rL printed betetvir Ijiv^rLeil ecjinpiaa 

□ nil will lie loupd translated in the gEos&Ljy (Appendix Xll}. 
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Dn'BODU'CTORT' — THE aAtti SETTS— THE * ISO AMIS : HAHITATj 
. 11 1'JJS L1T.5S., A,PFHATIAACE, DHESH ASD OH>'ll[tST5 r 
TTJU-E 1 U MH , UHATJCTtfc 

ItcrSTSTts'Q- son]t£nTAfd3 from 6he ca-Hteni end* of tits HLrsia- 
Jayu.g until it rebates tic Bay of Bengal t? n strip irre^uiac 
hjits dividing Assam and Bengal ft nan Burma. At the 
ri^rLbern end of these brylffcti raiigea the valley of the 
Brahmaputra makes, a* it ware, a deep inroad inter the hlU$. 
It is in she hills immediately to the Heath of this ciLOfeiLetiiitig 
valley thal- th* Ns^a 1 tribee have their yrraseut home. 
VVceSWArJ ia the valley of the Dh-5nsltrt r southward, the 
stats <sf iLin.p jr, the Baja- of "ddeh has Niga. subjects in 
the northern hills of hi? territory. T q the cast is -Burnsa- 
Of the intervening Lfcrritnry ihe western half forms the 
aiamtEtcrzd district oi the his^a Hills, east. o( whiflji ia n 
gradually liitoiniabiTig tract of uEL*dminsty!iit , £& territory 
pepnlat+^1 by fiuga tribes mere or In* closely related to 
thoSO within the district itself. Of Lh^ae latter there are 
muchly eerea. The K&ehu ^agaa at the flonth-m»t cud 
of the district r the Apg5*ui% occupying the section to the 

i Thr w^riL 11 N* ga " ha* V>ii jk+L, ulJ ■■,, ^.i of dieilratinni : obs 
peutabt* i-rpVn^t u:'H tif -jt ii that A if niHrtis a Ewrtfp&ani iDDgtbeok,^ dE 
tlw AjEHiUj*** 11 al^u’ 1 i'pK^nonrjCdd J ' aijgn "J 1 ^ h*l*^ — Hlt-dimfiini 
"• ■■<■ im ." A3 1 ifertj[ it* J».ul ci tl/iO jtiili, a z. Asst!c.:.*« nuy si- scil! 2»*nl 

■ I -i'~1 ~ addnaii'S hioiP*lf !■,: !im h-./l:,C_!j ! . L ij . tiOE, Vi“i h HL Ofa P 1 

Liwt-OsiooeS vVaddsU espfcvn* “Nig*" e? ■' AiU ^tua,* dir.irLiig 

it Itu: wairhnfMii kjTj — a mmmtvsq.. Hr- Ps*l UHrivHK it Twk, flat 
e, ward uwd byiJjdMH Lturtiu, iAw* : ribs :cr ‘'pecpla “f" Furies ETUiorlai,’ 3 
Jiu.y>3f <$ (A» AnnAi S'«aiia I i t f ttmgal, Nfi. 1. 1H1M. p. jI.l 




